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Waver-       Scott was fond of having a pair of heroes, or a hero and an
^7*f        anti-hero, such as Ivanhoe and Bois-Guilbert, or Morton and
divided    Balfour of Burley, in Old Mortality* representing moral and
sympa   es political antagonisms.    Here he has also two heroines, Flora
Maclvor and Rose Bradwardine, figuring the call of romance and
the claims of prudence, though it is the too-majestic Flora who
rebukes his callow romanticism when he offers her his heart and
sword:
Consult your own good sense and reason rather than a pre-
possession hastily adopted, probably only because you have met
a young woman possessed of the usual accomplishments in a
sequestered and romantic situation.1
It is a quadrilateral like that of Ivanhoe and the Templar,
Rowena and Rebecca the Jewess, or Effie Deans and Staunton,
with Jeanie and Butler. Waverley's indecision between a
Government which has wronged him and a cause in which he can-
not believe is complicated with his sentimental hesitation between
Flora and Fergus and the homelier and safer Rose. This is
romance, but the conflict of loyalties is very much to the historical
purpose. Waverley is a cultivated gentleman from a more
advanced civilization, representing in fact the enlightenment of
Scott's own age, thrown into circumstances and invited to take part
in acts that are odious to his principles. The past and the present
are shown visibly at odds. Waverley has a thoughtful and critical
mind, he is anxious to learn; hence Scott is able to insert divers
historical lectures without unduly forcing the note, as in douce
Mr Morton's pithy characterization of the ultra-Presbyterian,
"Gifted Gilfillan," and of the intransigence of the Cameronians,
which, like the name of Morton, is a foretaste of Old Mortality.
It is rather prosy, but at any rate better historical fiction than
the machiavellian plotting of that amusing stage villain, Donald
Bean, the vamped-up mystery of the stolen letters that led to
the cashiering of Waverley, and the explanation postponed so